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“Christ Our Shepherd Lacked God 

so Men would Never Lack Anything.” 

The LORD is my Shepherd:  I shall not want.

Psalm 23:1.

Introduction.


Christ our Good Shepherd provides for us in every need so that we never lack anything, whether now or in glory.


This bounty came about to us because Christ lacked everything for us in His Passion.  In His Passion Christ lacked God.  To lack God is to lack every good thing and gain every bad thing.  Christ lacked God in His Passion because He bore the guilt of our sins.  Consequently, He was forsaken of God and lacked God in everything.


This lack, however, came to an end and Christ was exalted to the Right Hand of God to rule all things.  Consequently, no bad thing remain for men and only every good thing from now to eternity.


Christ Our Good Shepherd lacked God in His Passion so that men would never lack God or any good thing now and forever.

I.  Christ Our Good Shepherd Shepherds the Souls of Men by Suffering the Lack of God for Us in order to Enrich Men Forever with God’s Blessed Presence.
A.  Psalm 23 is  Messianic Psalm.


During this season of Lent, we will be meditating on Psalm 23.  Psalm 23 is a Messianic Psalm.
  A Messianic Psalm is a psalm about the Person and Work of the Messiah to save men from their sins.


There are different kinds of psalms
.  There are, for example, psalms that teach (didactic psalms), psalms of comfort, and psalms of petition (supplicatory).  The Fountainhead of all psalms is Messianic psalms. The Messianic psalms teach and sing about the Person and Work of Christ for the salvation of sinners.
  Because the psalms are the church's hymn book, they have to be about Christ, the Gospel, for only the Gospel teaches us to praise and worship God aright.


Messianic Psalms are God’s hymns about His Messiah.  The word Messiah comes from the Hebrew word meshiach.  Meschiach means anointed (Christ is the word which originated from the Greek, christos, which means “anointed”), as, say, we would anoint someone with oil.
  But Jesus was not anointed with oil, but rather with the Holy Spirit without measure
 because A. Jesus is God and, therefore, possesses God’s Holy Spirit, and B. was anointed with the Holy Spirit in order to save men from their sins.


Psalm 23 is a Messianic Psalm, i.e. a Psalm that teaches us about the Person of Christ and His Work to Save men from their sins.  Psalm 23 teaches us to sing in hymnic praise and worship about the Person and Work of Christ Our Savior and King to save men from their sins through His Righteous Scepter of the Gospel, through which Scepter of Absolution He Reigns.  Of the Messianic Psalms, the Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann writes:

Of special interest to us are the Messianic Psalms, including Ps. 2, 8, 16, 22, 24, 40, 45, 47, 68, 72, 89, 93, 110, 118; they refer to the Messiah, the promised Redeemer portrayed more or less vividly and completely His person and work, His birth, betrayal, agony, and death, His triumph over death, His ascension into heaven and enthronement at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

B.  Christ is our Good Shepherd because He bears or Lack of God because of our sins and gives to men His Enjoying God’s Blessed Presence.



Psalm 23 starts out famously:

The Lord is my Shepherd:  I shall not want.


Interestingly, the word used her for “want” or “lack” is the same word
 used in another Messianic Psalm about Christ’s Passion.  David writes:

What is man that Thou art mindful of him:  and the Son of Man that Thou visitest Him?  For Thou hast made [Him to do without God for a little while]:  and hast crowned Him with glory and honor.




Christ lacked God because He bore the guilt of our sin.  This lacking of God is the forsaking of Christ by God.  David records Christ’s words when He suffered God’s forsaking:

My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?:  Why art Thou so far from helping Me and from the words of My roaring?  O My God, I cry in the daytime, but Thou hearest not:  and in the night season, [and there is no silence for me].

In other words, Christ cries for help but God does not answer Him.  Moreover, when Christ could use silence during the evenings, the time of rest, there is no rest for Him because God does not answer His cries for help but forever condemns Him for all the transgressions each and everyone of us have committed.  Christ is utterly forsaken of God and condemned because of our sins.  Luther writes of Christ suffering the forsaking of God for us:


Thou wilt let Him be forsaken of God for a little while, but thou wilt crown Him with honor and adornment.  In this verse David describes how miserably Christ will be forsaken.  No human words can describe this as clearly, briefly, and simply as it is here.  He is not speaking of the physical suffering of Christ, which was also great and difficult, but of His sublime, spiritual suffering, which He felt in His soul, a suffering that far surpasses all physical suffering.  He describes the highest degree of this suffering and says:  “Thou wilt let Him be forsaken of God for a little while.”   What this is, no man on earth understands, and no man reach or express it in words.  For to be forsaken of God is far worse than death.
 
This forsaking of Christ by God was an eternity of suffering.  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes:

Others object:  Christ did not in fact suffer eternal damnation; His suffering therefore was not vicarious.  ...  Scripture teaches plainly that the very punishment which we should have suffered on account of our  sins was meted out to Christ.  The very curse which was denounced against sinful man (“Cursed is everyone that continueth not, etc.,” Gal. 3:10), fell in its full weight upon Christ:  “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being made a curse for us” (Gal. 3:13).  Yes, the suffering of Christ was of comparatively short duration.  But observe God’s method of computation.  When Scripture measures the value of Christ’s Passion, it does so by the exalted dignity of the Sufferer.  It was the suffering of the Son of God, 1 John 1:7:  “The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin.”  Acts 20:28:  “His [God’s] own blood.”  The teaching of the “orthodox theologians” that the brief suffering of Christ, as that of the Son of God, is equivalent to the eternal suffering of mankind is not a “dogmatic construction,” but the doctrine of Scripture.48[48Dorscheus (in Baier, III, p. 87):  “The eternity of human suffering is compensated for by the majesty and excellence of the Person (Christ).”] Christ “fully balanced the account,” the settlement is “mathematically” correct as God views the matter.
 


Christ, indeed, did suffer an eternity of eternities for the sins of all men.  But this is only a little while because it comes to an end.  Anything short of eternity is a little while.  Because Christ successfully Atoned for the sins of all men, the eternity of eternities of suffering came to a close and no suffering remains for men.  David, therefore, writes that after doing without God for a little while, Christ was exalted to the Right Hand of God:

What is man that Thou art mindful of him:  and the Son of Man that Thou visitest Him?  For Thou hast made [Him to do without God for a little while]:  and hast crowned Him with glory and honor.



Because Christ suffered for the sins of men, men no longer lack God nor for anything because God is theirs everywhere and alwayws.

II.  Men No Longer Lack Anything because of Christ’s Passion.

A.  Men lack nothing through the Gospel of Christ’s Passion.


Christ, like a good shepherd protecting his flock, interceded for us and bore the brunt and every bit of what would have destroyed us, namely, God’s wrath.  Because Christ bore God’s wrath and lacked God and everything good for us and for all men, men no longer lack for any good thing because they have God who  is all good things.  David writes in Psalm 23:

The LORD is my Shepherd:  I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:  He leadeth me beside the still waters.

By His Passion, Christ does not lead us to the wilderness of God’s forsaking or the tempestuous waters of His wrath, but to verdant pastures and still, placid waters.  Luther writes:

The pasture ... or the grass in it, is God’s Word, and with which our consciences are strengthened and restored.  Into this green pasture or Lord God gathers His sheep, feeds them in it with precious grass, and restores them with fresh water.  That is, He commits to the Holy Christian Church the office of a shepherd, entrust and gives to it the holy Gospel and the Sacraments, so that by means of these it may care for and watch over His sheep and so that these sheep may be richly provided with instruction, comfort, strength, and protection against all evil. ... By ... the green pasture, however, the prophet wants to indicate the great abundance and the riches of the holy Gospel and of the knowledge of Christ among the believers.  For just as the grass in a green pasture stands very thick and full and grows more and more, so it is with the believers:  they not only have God’s Word richly, but the more they use and apply it, the more it increases as and grows among them.  Therefore the psalmist expresses himself very plainly.  He does not say, “He leads me once, or often, in a green pasture,” but “He leads me in them without ceasing, so that amid the grass and in the pasture I may lie, rest, and dwell securely and ever suffer hunger or any other want.”

B.  Men gain God and all His Good Things forever by Christ’s Passion forever.



Morever, men gain God and all His Good Things not just now but forever in life eternal.  The Apostle St. John writes:

Then said Jesus unto them again, ... I am the good shepherd, and I know my sheep, and am known of mine. ... My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.

Conclusion.


Christ is the Good Shepherd because He cares for His Church in all circumstances.  Christ suffered to lack or want of God in order that no man would ever lack God.


Because men no longer lack God by the Passion of Christ through the Gospel, they gain every good thing of God, including, salvation, life eternal, the resurrection of the body, and the everlasting riches of His glorious Kingdom.











Amen.
	�The text is from The Lutheran Hymnal, p. 128.


	�“Christus unser guter Hirte [Christ Our Good Shepherd], Die Bibel oder die ganze Heilige Schrift Alten und Neuen Testaments, nach der deutschen Uebersetzung Dr. Martin Luthers [The Bible, or the Entire Holy Scripture, Old and New Testaments, according to the German Translation of Dr. Luther], St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1905, p. 566, translation in brackets added.		


	�“Of the general contents of the psalter, Luther writes:  ‘It should be noted that the entire Psalter deals with five subjects; therefore we divide it into five parts.  In the first place, some psalms prophesy of Christ and of the Church, or the saints, what would happen to them, etc.; and to this class belong all the psalms in which there are promises given to the pious and threats to the ungodly.  In the second place, there is a number of doctrinal psalms, which teach us what we should do and what omit according to the Law of God; and to this class belong all the psalms which condemn the doctrine of men and extol the Word of God.  In the third place, there are several psalms of consolation, which comfort the sorrowing and suffering saints, and, on the other hand, condemn and terrify the tyrants. .. In the fourth place, there are a few psalms of prayer, in which we pray to God and cry in all distress; and to this class belong all psalms which lament and mourn and cry over the enemies.  In the fifth place, we have psalms of thanksgiving, in which we laud and praise God for His various benefits and His assistance; and to this class belong all psalms which praise God in His works, these being the finest and principle psalms. ... But we must know that the psalms cannot be just exactly and even divided into such part and verses, for sometimes two, three, and even all five divisions, as noted above, are found in one psalm, so that prophecy, doctrine, consolation, prayer, and thanksgiving are found together.  But this division serves for the better understanding of the psalms and that we may the more easily learn and remember them.’”  P.E. Kretzmann, Popular Commentary of the Bible: The Old Testament: The Poetical and the Prophetical Books, Vol. II, St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1924, pp. 59-60.


	�“Of special interest to us are the Messianic psalms, including Ps. 2, 8, 16, 22, 24, 40, 45, 47, 68, 69, 72, 89, 93, 97, 110, 118; they refer to the Messiah, the promised Redeemer of the world, portraying more or less vividly and completely His person and work, His birth, betrayal, agony, and death, His triumph over death, His ascension into heaven and enthronement at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.” ibid. p. 59.


	�Our Lutheran Confessions declare that seeking the remission of sins from Christ is the highest worship:  “Nothing greater could she ascribe to Christ.  To seek from Him the remission of sins was truly to acknowledge the Messiah.  This worship is the highest worship of Christ.”  The Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article III.33, emphasis added.


	As for the word “hymn”, the English word hymn comes from the Greek word “hymnos”.  “Hymnos” is a song of praise to a god or hero.  (“hymn, ode, in praise of gods or heroes ... .”  A Greek-English Lexicon, Compiled by Henry George Liddell and Robert Scott, Revised and Augmented Throughout By Sir Henry Stuart With The Assistance of Roderick McKenzie, With Supplement 1968, Oxford:  The Clarendon Press, p. 1849, s.v. “hymnos”.)   The God and Hero of the Christian faith is our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Thus Christian hymnody sings the Praises of our God and Savior Jesus Christ for His Work to Redeem us from our sins.


	�“123.  Why is He called Christ?  He is called Christ, or the Messiah (as foretold in Old Testament prophecy), that is, the Anointed, because He has been anointed with the Holy Ghost without measure [to be our Prophet, Priest, and King.] ... ‘Christ is the official name of the Savior.  Christ (Greek), Messiah (Hebrew), Gesalbter (German), Anointed (English).  To be anointed signified that one had received an office and for this office the gift of the Holy Ghost.  Jesus did not become the Christ first at His Baptism, but was the Savior from His conception and birth (Luke 1:35; 2:11).  ‘Thy fellows’ are those holding the same office, as the priests, prophets, and kings of the Old Testament, who were also anointed.  ‘Above Thy fellows’ shows that Jesus received a greater, yea, the full measure of the Holy Ghost (285), and hence He is the Prophet, the Priest, the King above all others.”  A Short Explanation of Dr. Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, Edited by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States with Additional Notes For Students, Teachers, and Pastors, by Edward W. A. Koehler, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary, 1981, pp. 135, 136.


	�“For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God:  for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.”  St. John 3:34.


	�“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.”  St. Luke 4:18.


	“But we believe, teach, and confess that God the Father has so given His Spirit to Christ, His beloved Son, according to the assumed humanity (on account of which He is called also Messias, i.e., the Anointed), that He has not received His gifts by measure as other saints.  For upon Christ the Lord, according to His assumed human nature (because, according to His divinity, He is of one essence with the Holy Ghost), rests The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge [and of the fear of the Lord, Col. 2, 3; Is. 11, 2; 61, 1] ..., therefore (as the Fathers say) the entire fulness of the spirit has been communicated by the personal union to Christ according to the flesh, which is personally united with the Son of God.”  The Formula of Concord, Thorough Declaration, VIII.  Of the Person of Christ.72, 73, 74, Triglotta, p. 1041.


	“The Spirit of the Lord settles down upon the Son of David and so rests upon him. ... The expression calls to mind the similar statement of John the Baptist, that he saw the Spirit descending and resting upon Jesus.  John 1, 32.  Christ is Emmanuel, God in human flesh, the mighty God.  But the Spirit of God permeates and has complete control also of his human nature, of his human life and activity from the very first.  The humble, despised Branch is anointed beyond measure with the Spirit of God.”  Isaiah:  The First Twelve Chapters, p. 119.  "Stoeckhardt, Georg; b. February 17, 1842, at Chemnitz, Saxony; received his preparatory education in the Lateinschule at Tharandt and the Fuerstensohule at Meissen; studied theology at Erlangen and Leipzig 1862- 6 ... .  In 1878 he became pastor of Holy Cross Church, St. Louis, and, having since 1879 lectured on Old and New Testament Exegesis at Concordia Seminary, was elected professor in 1887.  In 1903 Luther Seminary, Hamline, Minn., created him a Doctor of Divinity. D. January 9, 1913, Stoeckhardt was an exegete of the first rank. Coupled with his great learning, his familiarity with the original languages, etc., and his logical mind was his firm belief in the verbal inspiration of the Scriptures and his childlike acceptance of all the teachings of Scripture, his great love of the revealed truth. He permitted nothing but the text to influence his thought. Concentrating all the powers of his believing heart and mind on the written Word, he obtained a wonderful grasp of the deep thoughts of the Spirit, and he had the rare gift of unfolding them in concise, clear, convincing language. ... The Missouri Synod owes much to him; his exegetical ability and love of the truth of Scripture made him one of the leaders with Walther, in the controversy on election and conversion and in the other battles the Church was, and is, engaged in, such as for verbal inspiration. In line with the article written on his accession to the chair of Exegesis: "How Can and Should Each Individual Lutheran Lend His Aid toward the Preservation of the Pure Doctrine by the Church?" he labored, by word and pen (his doctrinal articles in Lehre und Wehre, in Lutheraner and in the synodical reports), to conserve this most precious treasure of the Missouri Synod; and he admirably succeeded in impressing upon both his students and his readers his exegetical method, his loving reverence for the written Word."   Concordia Cyclopedia, pp. 729, 730, s.v. "Stoeckhardt, Georg".


	�The Rev. Dr. P.E. Kretzmann, Popular Commentary of the Bible: The Old Testament: The Poetical and the Prophetical Books, Vol. II, St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1924, p. 59.


	�Psalm 23:1.  The text is from The Lutheran Hymnal, p. 128.


	�The Hebrew word is chasar, to lack or to want.


	�Psalm 8:4-5.  The text is from The Lutheran Hymnal, p. 124.  The translation from the Hebrew in brackets is mine.  “Thou wilt let Him be forsaken of God for a little while, but thou wilt crown Him with honor and adornment.  In this verse David describes how miserably Christ will be forsaken.  No human words can describe this as clearly, briefly, and simply as it is here.  He is not speaking of the physical suffering of Christ, which was also great and difficult, but of His sublime, spiritual suffering, which He felt in His soul, a suffering that far surpasses all physical suffering.  He describes the highest degree of this suffering and says:  ‘Thou wilt let Him be forsaken of God for a little while.’   What this is, no man on earth understands, and no man reach or express it in words.  For to be forsaken of God is far worse than death.”  Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 12, p. 124.


	The King James translates Psalm 8:5:  “For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels ... .”  The translators apparently are following the Septuagint and Hebrews 2:9.  A little lower the angels may be a paraphrase of Christ’s Passion; it’s meaning would be whereas the angels do always see the Father’s face (St. Matthew 18:10), God’s Son, the Angel of the Lord, did not always see the Father’s face because He was forsaken of God in His Passion.


	�Psalm 22:1, the text is from The Lutheran Hymanl, p. 127, translation of the Hebrew in brackets is mine.  


	�Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 12, p. 124.


	�The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p. 354.


	�Psalm 8:4-5.  The text is from The Lutheran Hymnal, p. 124.  The translation from the Hebrew in brackets is mine.  “Thou wilt let Him be forsaken of God for a little while, but thou wilt crown Him with honor and adornment.  In this verse David describes how miserably Christ will be forsaken.  No human words can describe this as clearly, briefly, and simply as it is here.  He is not speaking of the physical suffering of Christ, which was also great and difficult, but of His sublime, spiritual suffering, which He felt in His soul, a suffering that far surpasses all physical suffering.  He describes the highest degree of this suffering and says:  ‘Thou wilt let Him be forsaken of God for a little while.’   What this is, no man on earth understands, and no man reach or express it in words.  For to be forsaken of God is far worse than death.”  Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 12, p. 124.


	The King James translates Psalm 8:5:  “For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels ... .”  The translators apparently are following the Septuagint and Hebrews 2:9.  A little lower the angels may be a paraphrase of Christ’s Passion; it’s meaning would be whereas the angels do always see the Father’s face (St. Matthew 18:10), God’s Son, the Angel of the Lord, did not always see the Father’s face because He was forsaken of God in His Passion.


	�Psalm 23:1-2.  The text is from The Lutheran Hymnal, p. 128.


	�Luther’s Works, Vol. 12, pp. 162, 163.


	�St. John 10:7, 14, 27-28.







